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HOME DECORATION. 



By Virginib. 



THE time came, as it does in most 
families, when we had to leave our 
old house and establish ourselves in 
a new one ; the boys were getting on in 
the world, and it was thought necessary 
for the advancement of their business to 
take a somewhat larger house. 




Hanging Bookshelf. 

Now, taking a larger house always 
means a certain amount of expense ; and 
the increased income has to be waited for, 
while the additions to furniture and the 
hundred-and-one incidental expenses have 
to be met with at once, and this was just 
the difficulty with us ; the furniture, 
which had seemed too much before now 
seemed scanty and inadequate, and the 




Hanging Bookshelf, with Long Drawer and Brackets 
at Sides. 

rooms required endless "pretties," for 
which it seemed hopeless ever to dream. 

"How shall we be able to get all the 
things we need?" I asked despairingly, as 
my brother and I surveyed the new house. 

" We'll make them ! " he answered. 
"This cellar, for instance, (looking round 
the light, below-ground room we stood in) 
will make a capital carpenter shop. Tom 
will set up his lathe here, and my bench 



can be fixed there, and you'll be astonish- 
ed at the wonderful things we will turn 
out ! In the first place," he continued, as 
we mounted to the upper air again, " we 




Hanging Cupboard, with Shelf for Books. 

must have the house done up ; that, how- 
ever, will be old Smith's affair ; but it 
must be papered and painted from garret 
to kitchen ; and we will see he puts on 
the papers and colors we select, too ! 
This drawing-room, for instance, we will 
make a special point of.. It is not a hand- 
some apartment in itself, so we will need 
extra thought bestowed on its decoration. 
I wish it had a wooden dado, but as it 
has not, we must have a high one paint- 
ed round it ; ivory would, I think, be best ; 
and we'll finish it off with a railed shelf 
all round the room ; that will show off 
mother's stores of old china properly, and 
your latest crazes in the shape of photo- 
graphs. Then, a blue ingrain paper will 
look well above the dado ; and we must 
have the ceiling papered too ; it is rather 
low (and he surveyed it critically), but 
papering is a great improvement, and 
much easier to keep clean." 

Thus we went from room to room, 
arranging, criticising, planning. Of course 
the landlord did not carry out all our re- 




Artistic Bookshelf, with Cupboard and Brackets 
for Ornaments. 

quests, but he was very obliging on the 
whole, and we certainly got our own way 
over the drawing-room. 



There was the ivory dado with its rail- 
ed shelf, and the blue ingrain paper above 
it, and the delicate tracery on the ceiling, 
but there was also the fire-place ! It had 
not looked so bad in the former state of 
the room, but now the artistic decoration 
showed up all its ugliness in hideous con- 
trast. The house was an old one, and I 
should think the mantel-piece had been 
bought second-hand ; it was of stone, 




Hanging Cupboard and Bookshelf, with Carved 
Panel and Drawer. 

common stone, and the landlord refused 
to alter it; he had enamelled it, he said, 
and made it look very white and pretty, 
and he would do no more. 

"We must have a mantel board," I 
said. 

"We will," answered the attendant 
chorus, "for a painted chimney-piece is a 
thing we could not stand in here." 




Hanging Bookshelf, with Cupboard enclosed by 
Carved Paneled Door. 

One day my brother arrived, in com- 
pany with ' six drain pipes— two were 
little red ones, but the other four 
were the big glazy earthenware pipes 
— and these were all deposited in the 
drawing-room. Tom was meanwhile very 
busy planing boards and clamping them 
together, making what seemed a good 
sized oblong table top. We did not 
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understand the meaning of it all until 
we saw two of the big drain pipes set up, 
one on top of the other, on each side of 
the mantel piece, about a yard or more 
from the wall. These, 'when cemented 
together, formed capital pillars on which 
to rest the unusually large mantel board ; 
the large ends of the pipes were fixed 
into the floor and mantel board, and also 
cemented, so as to hold all firm. On the 




An Effective Corner Bracket. 

top of this broad board we placed the 
smaller pipes, to uphold a narrow and 
much smaller shelf, which, with an oblong 
mirror above it, formed a sort of over- 
mantel ; above which, again, we set a big 
old blue Gibraltar plate, which harmoniz- 
ed beautifully with the blue of the paper. 
The mirror had begun life as a cheval 
glass ; but its stand was broken, and now 
its wooden frame was freshly Aspinalled ; 
like the dado it looked very fine indeed. 
We thought of paintiDg the pipes so as to 
look like marble, but gave the idea up as 
too difficult, so Aspinalled them with 
ivory also, putting coat and coat, so as to 
make them look creamy and solid. 




A Compact and Tasteful Writing Table. 

Then we bought some red brown serge 
and covered the boards, making festooned 
draperies of suitable size for both of them. 
We did not want absolute curtains, but 
arranged the drapery so that the longest 
point draped over the pillars. I forgot 
to add we had previously removed the 
hearthstone, and laid down white tiles as 



far out as the pillars, and surrounded this 
with a stone curb ; and the quaint old 
fashioned grate harmonized very well with 
its new setting. We had some difficulty 
in choosing suitable ornaments to stand 
on our shelf. The ordinary mantel-piece 
adornments did hot look well on such a 
broad surface ; but a biggish easel and 
picture on it, and some rather heavy 
looking vases, together with a lot of little 
ones, and some photos, finally found ap- 
propriate places there. We wanted some 
stools for flowers to stand near the pillars, 
and we looked long and longingly at 
pretty white furniture, wishing our purses 
were as deep as our desires were long; 
but we had to content ourselves with 
some stools, a flower stand, and a table or 
two, and leave screens and cupboards, 
shamrock tables, and brackets till a future 
occasion. Between the fire-place and one 
window was a corner, too small for any- 
thing except a flower stand and a stool ; 
while above the former we hung a pretty 
hanging lamp we had purchased some 
time before. Then that part of the room 
was finished, all except the curtains, which 
were made of the red brown serge, and 
draped over the window pole, and caught 
up at the side with ribbons. 




An Inexpensive Sideboard. 

The next thing which claimed our atten- 
tion was the piano. A friend of mine 
had hers beautifully draped, and I was 
anxious to imitate it ; but Liberty silk 
and Japanese panels were beyond us, and 
the difficulty was how to get the same 
effect with different materials. My sister 
is rather clever at painting, and with 
some oil colors and a pot of gold 
enamel, on a piece of old black satin, 
made a very fair imitation of a Japanese 
panel. This we stretched tightly down 
one side of the piano back, and hung a 
curtain of red brown crepon at the other 
end ; above this we draped paler crepon, 
and made a flounce of it also for the 
panel, as there was not enough satin to 
go from top to bottom ; over the top we 
spread a long narrow cover of the pale 
crepon, edged with fluffy silk ball fringe, 
and we arranged photo frames and ferns 
on this according to our fancy. On the 
wall, near the end of the piano, we hung 
a little wall pocket made of brown per- 
forated cardboard, embroidered with red 
wool, and holding dried grasses ; and be- 
neath this again a little white wood table 
with ferns placed upon it. Ferns and 



flowers, of course, we placed wherever they 
would go, and, although they seemed an 
outlay of money to start with, they repay 
it in the end, for with a little care they 
last a long time and always look pretty. 
Our chief pride was, however, a writing 
table which we made ourselves. We had 
long looked enviously at the advertise- 




A Watteau Screen, with Panels of Painted Tapestry 
and Clear Glass Panel at Top. 



ments of shut np writing cabinets, and 
wondered when we should be able to 
afford one ; until Tom, after studying the 
subject closely one evening, went off 
mysteriously to a neighboring carpenter's 
shop. The result of this visit was, that a 
strongly made, somewhat shallow oblong 
box arrived one day. 

"What are you going to do with that, 
Tom?" I asked. 

"You shall see," was the answer. "I 
thought I'd let Dickson do this much of 
it, as his work is stronger than mine ; but 




Screen of Cairene Lattice Work, with Mushrebiyeh, 
or Water Bottle Receptacle, in Centre. 

I think, Julia, you and I will be able to 
turn this into one of those writing cabi- 
nets you are so keen on ; " and that was 
just what we did do. 

It was first set on four neatly turned 
little feet then divided in two by a strong 
shelf; the lower half being fitted with 
book shelves, and the upper partitioned 
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off with narrow pigeon holes at each side, 
and in the centre a big square space, shut 
in with a flap, which, when let down, form- 
ed the writing desk. We covered the 
flap (inside) with leather, leaving a margin 
all round which we Aspinalled, and lined 




A Tasteful Hall in a House near Versailles. 

the inside of the cavity with white and 
gold Japanese paper. An ordinary office 
cabinet was set at the bottom to hold the 
paper and envelopes, and on each side of 
this we set an ink bottle ; above this we 
screwed in pairs of little brass hooks for 
holding pens, pencils and sealing wax, and 
at each side single ones for pen wiper and 
calendar. We got a rail the exact size of 
the cabinet, which we screwed on to the 
top to hold ornaments, and, when the 




JL Dainty Boudoir Table. 

bookshelves were edged with leather, the 
front was complete. At the back we hung 
pictures, and china above ; and with some 
of the crepon which was over from the 
piano draperies, we made a big drawn 



pocket, which would either hold news- 
papers or work, according to our fancy. 
We debated whether to cover the whole 
with Japanese paper or not, but finally 
decided to Aspinall it ; and it looked much 
better in its plain ivory coat than it would 
have done with the highly decorated 
paper covering. 

It is needless to enumerate all the diffi- 
culties we met with, or all the little odds 
and ends of work we did for ourselves ; 
perhaps some of these I have described 
may be a help to my readers. Of course 
every household does not contain amateur 
carpenters, nor have all girls clever and will- 
ing brothers to help them, but such out- 
side help can be obtained at very little 
cost, and it is wonderful what busy fingers 
and inventive brains can accomplish in 
the way of home decoration. How to get 
the best effect for the smallest possible 
cost has always been one of the problems 
of my own life, and is, I know, a problem 
many others have to solve ; for, although 
we all love pretty rooms, we have not all 
the money wherewith to get them, and 
things we make ourselves are always more 
valuable to us than any bought article 




Design for Window Drapery. 

could be. We are more proud of our 
writing cabinet than if we had got it from 
a furnishing store, and although it has 
not quite the finish about it, it forms a 
very good substitute. There were many 
other little things we did for ourselves, 
but it would be wearisome to enumerate 
them all, though, perhaps, at some future 
date the subject may be continued. 



THE dainty boudoir table shown in the 
accompanying sketch, is by Jansen, 
one of the leading furnishers of Paris. 
It is made of mahogany and ormolu, and 
the inside — that is the sides and backs 
and tops of the small shelves— is entirely 
covered with striped -silk of the most 
dainty colorings. Cabinets, writing tables 
and commodes are now being shown in 
Paris with silken panels in the back and 
on the table tops, a species of decoration 
that is really pretty and engaging. 

m 



ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

Durham, N. C. 
The Editor The Decorator and Furnisher. 

Dear Sir: In your article on "Suggestions in 
House Furnishing," in the December issue, you 
mention several woods, excepting oak. as a method 
of determining the color of an apartment. Now 
please tell us what colors you would suggest as most 
suitable to go with light and dark oak. We have 
used with oak to good effect olive green, lemon, 
deep browns, silver and gray and other colors. 
Probably we may not in all cases have had an eye 
for harmony, but we aim for obtaining the best 
effects in all our decorative work. We have been 
very much interested in reading the many articles on 
harmony in decoration, published at different times 
in The Decorator and Furnisher, but observe 
a great variety of use in these subjects, many of 
them conflicting with each other, which leads us to 
ask, is there any standard of decorative taste, or is 
every decorator's taste a law unto himself ? 
Hoping to hear from you, we are 
Very truly yours, 
The Manufacturers' House Furnishing Agency. 

Answer. — In the article to which you refer only a 
few woods were mentioned in speaking of the color 
of the woodwork as determining the color of an 
apartment, by way of introducing the subject, the 
object being to exhaustively treat the subject of 
woodwork in another article. You ask for schemes 
of color to harmonize with light and dark oak ; of 
course, as explained in the article, the light and 
size, as well as the character of an apartment, are 
the chief factors in determining its color. We will 
suppose, however, that the room to be decorated is 
a dining room, in which the floor, wainscoting, 
trimming, mantelpiece and panel mouldings in the 
ceiling are all in light oak, and that the room has a 
more or less northern aspect. Such being the con- 
ditions, we would suggest the following scheme of 
color decoration : 

Woodwork, light oak ; walls, golden rus6et olive ; 
frieze, lighter tint of wall ; cornice, all the tints in 
the room ; ceiling panels, much lighter russet olive ; 
carpet, a deep golden russet olive ; upholstery, warm 
russet leather ; drapery, old blue. 

The color we suggest for the walls is a very diffi- 
cult color to get hold of, but is extremely decorative 
when just the right tint is created. The modern 
man requires a much greater complexity in mixing 
colors than what would satisfy the Greeks or Egyp- 
tians, for example. The brain is becoming more com- 
plex, and unmixed colors, even if applied according 
to the most scientific principles of color harmony, 
will not give satisfaction. It is one thing to theorize 
about color, and it is another thing to reduce the 
theory to practice. Of course the more any subject, 
not excepting color, is studied philosophically, the 
clearer our comprehension of the subject will be- 
come, but after science has had its say the next fac- 
tor is the decorator himself. Tou may give the same 
theory of color to two different men, who, in prac- 
tice, will produce totally different results. The man 
who has no special taste for color — who has no im- 
agination or sentiment in his composition, will pro- 
duce a crudity of effect that is simply intolerable ; 
whereas the man who has an intuitive perception of 
the value of color, and who mixes with his tints both 
sentiment and imagination (factors which theory 
cannot possibly take into account) will produce ad- 
mirable results. There will always be conflicting 
theories about color, as well as about everything 
else, so long as the brain of one man differs from 
that of another, because no two minds can compre- 
hend the subject alike. 

With regard to a room trimmed in dark, or antique 
oak, we will suppose the apartment to be a library, 
also having a northern aspect. In such case we 
would suggest the following scheme of color decor- 
ation: 

Woodwork, antique oak; walls, very old red; 
frieze, tonjs of old red tapestry ; oak cornice ; ceil- 
ng, old warm olive; carpet, a polychromatic Oriental 
rug ; upholstery, old blues and Old reds ; drapery, 
muddy old gold. 



